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That the family disorganization or abnormality plays an important role in juvenile 
delinquency may be statistically true, but there are some cases in which the factor men-
tioned above restrains youths from misdeeds. Describing at first the constructs 
prepared for the present approach, we classified disorganized families into several types, 
and following them, we studied what kind of family disorganization is to bring about 
juvenile delinquency or to lay restraints upon it. 
PROBLEMS AND METHOD 
The delinquency is a social action carried out by teen-agers whose value-channel is 
maladjusted to the legal standard of society. This value-channel depends upon the 
mechanism of ego-control in their lifespace which is subjectively constructed by them, 
out of the whole regions which they came into contact with, irrespective of their adjust-
ability. Hence the necessity to treat juvenile delinquency as dynamics of personality, 
society and culture from the viewpoint of social psychology. The cause of delinquency 
can neither be sought after in personal factors, nor can it be attributed only to social 
or cultural factors. It must be grasped as the dynamic interrelation of many per-
sonal factors and social and cultural factors. In this paper, making independent vari-
able of family, one of the delinquent's adjustement-regions, we attempted an analysis of 
the significance of various types of disorganization of family in his lifespace, that is 
intervening variable, and their functions as incentive and restraint in juvenile 
delinquency. 
Of course, it is necessary to seek after various factors spurring incentive to 
juvenile delinquency. But, in order that the result of any research may have general 
validity, a series of working hypothesis and constructs including those factors must be 
assumed beforehand. The theoretical framework and constructs applied in our studies 
were as follows: 
(1) Delinquency and socialization: First of all we grasp a certain person's delin-
quency in the process of his socialization. The term "socialization", though having 
many meanings, is used here to mean the "process through which a personality 
adjusts himself to a certain social situation according to his behavior readiness which 
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had been achieved in the mutual relation between his ego-nucleus and a certain objective 
cultural standard". Consequently, it means also a process of exerting an objective 
influence on his adjustment-regions, maladjustment-regions or reference-regions. 
(Abe et all966) 
There are two reasons why juvenile delinquency should be examined in the process 
of socialization. First, because the delinquency will never be brought about unless the 
plus-value, judged from legal standard, is internalized or learned by the delinquent. 
He, in case of carrying a misdeed out, will have subconciously acquired the plus-value 
out of various regions. Secondly because, once the misdeed carried out, how it will be 
aggravated or restrained depends upon what kind of region he had adjusted, maladjusted 
and nonadjusted himself to, and what kind of region he will do in future. And it also 
depends upon what kind of behavior readiness he had acquired and will do in future. 
(2) Characteristics of the socialization in boyhood and adolescence: The 
objective space to which teen-agers are to adjust themselves consists of the so-called 
protective regions, that is, home, neighborhood and school. Referring their ego-
nuclei to these protective regions, they differentiate and organize lifespace subjectively 
in the process of adjustment and maladjustement, in repeating need-satisfaction and 
frustration. Delinquency occurs in the process of ego-control towards these objective 
protective regions. Therefore, the delinquency in boyhood should be considered in 
a full understanding of the relationship between the structure of these regions in which 
they live and the way how they adjust themsevles to it. 
The characteristics of adolescence are that they move from the protective regions 
into vocational groups, in other words, their role shifts from that of the protected to 
that of protector. That is, their characteristic in common is that they are marginal 
men. Accordingly, their misdeeds are apt to occur outside the protective regions with 
the widening of lifespace. In present Japan where industrial progress is rapid and 
a large population concentrates in cities, there are a great many youths moving from 
farming, fishing and mountain villages to cities to seek job. Thus, the juvenile 
delinquency attendant to their adjustement, maladjustement and nonadjustement to 
various sub-cultures in cities leads to a grave issue in reference to its occurence, 
widening, restraint and prevention. 
(3) The geno-types of delinquency and criminal depth: In treating of many 
cases, we use the concepts of delinquency geno-type and criminal depth in order to 
examine the way how delinquency occures and how much grave it is. (Abe 1964) 
The criminal depth means the standard to measure the quality of the lifespace 
where the delinquent concerned possesses in his ego-nucleus a need-goal channel 
(problem-solving channel) which is contrary to the law. It can be graded from the 
first to the fourth stage. In the first stage, delinquency occurs in the protective regions 
and it is still possible to prevent misdeeds by tightening the control over the delinquent 
concerned especially in the protective regions. The delinquent deeds in this stage are 
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e.g. thefts, violences, injuries in homes, schools and neighborhood, loafs on school etc. 
In the second, the delinquent's principal living place being still in the protective regions, 
but their misdeeds tend to be carried out outside those regions. Loafs in amuse-
ment quarters, keeping an indecent company with other sex, gamblings, tasting stimu-
lants and narcotics, thefts at the stores, etc. are details of the delinquency in this stage. 
Delinquency in adolescence, for the most part, begins here. The delinquents in the 
third stage, leaving their protective regions, go walking around the underworld. They 
support themselves by helping prostitutions, burglars and pickpockets. doing agents of 
fence shop and watching for gamblings. At this stage, they have concrete knowledge 
and informations about the underworld, and their techniques are more specialized. 
But they have still their own occupations and they do not live on crimes yet. The 
fourth stage is the stage of confirmed criminals whose techniques are completely 
specialized. The delinquents in boyhood and adolescence rarely get to this stage. 
The conditions, in which juvenile delinquency occurs resulting from personal readi-
ness to delinquency and the circumstantial factors, which are strongly influencing upon 
the occurence of delinquency, are termed geno-types of delinquency. They are classified 
into four types; A, B, C and D. The type A includes the maladjustment of the subject 
person to his protective regions, where the plus-value is dominant, because of an 
excess of protective control, and the ego-nucleus deprived of its support from plus-
values in the protective regions, because of the poverty of protective power in home 
and neighborhood, which, preparing actively or passively personal readiness to 
delinquency, urges the subject person to carry about misdeeds in order to recover his 
ego-balance. When there are many delinquents and criminals in home and neighbor-
hood, minus-values are dominant. The adjustment to this situation leading to 
delinquency is the type B. The type C is the adjustment to the situation where the 
standard of moral approval remains indistinct as there is not a definite plus- or minus-
value. In the typeD, the subject person strictly and strongly adjusted to a funda-
mental lifespace where a moral and legal value-standard is dominant, that he can not 
adjust himself to a new and unfamiliar situation where is no such a strict value, and 
forming, as a reaction, an excessively conscientious mental attitude lacking in tolerance 
for temptations to delinquency, he falls into doing misdeeds. 
We are going to discuss the relationship of family disorganization with juvenile 
delinquency following the above-mentioned theoretical framework and constructs. 
We have not in mind, however, to repeat the accustomed hypothesis that the 
disorganized family is one of the important factors of juvenile delinquency. There 
exist some cases in which family disorganization restrains youths from falling into 
delinquency. In the pursuit of our end, we built up following two hypothesis. (1) The 
shifting of a person's adjustment-regions owing to family disorganization, and the 
adjustment- and maladjustment-mechanism functioned thereby, may lead him to a 
plus-value and to a minus-value, too. (2) Delinquency occurs and expands in various 
geno-types according to the relationship between the values in whole lifespace of the 
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person concerned and the ways of his adjustement and maladjustement to them. 
In these respects, our study differs from the former studies, sociological or psycho-
logical, on the same subject which combined juvenile delinquency unilaterally with 
structural and real facts of family disorganization, being contented with a statistical 
inquiry. Even if a statistically significant correlation is attested among certain facts, 
it means nothing but a ratio between isolated facts, and it does not make any incentive 
for us to grasp the inevitable occurence of juvenile delinquency, one of human behavior 
in the society. 
According to the framework mentioned above, two hundred and fifty boys were 
examined by their case record who were accomodated in the TOHOKU reform school 
in the northeast of Japan. Next, thirty typical cases of them were examined by 
intensive interview-method. 
RESULT 
We can examine the types of family disorganization in two phases, that 
1s, "structural disorganization" and "functional disorganization". The structural 
disorganization is spoken of objective structural aspects of the family whose chief 
member such as father, mother or some equivalent protector is absent for reasons of 
divorce, separation, leaving home or penal servitude, while the functional disorganiza-
tion is spoken of the subjective state of mind of children who are deprived of the 
psychological harmony and support provided by family members, chiefly, their 
parents. In the family whose function is disorganized, it can be pointed out that the 
family members are in disaccord with each other concerning judgement of values, 
views of life and role-expectation in family, and that there is tension among them. 
But the term "functional disorganization", meaning the state of a family whose children 
or a child concerned is deprived of the psychological harmony and support provided 
by adult members, does not mean the deviation of the family from the plus-value. The 
structural disorganization does not necessarily cause the functional disorganization of 
a family, which, in turn, is not always a consequence of the former. In fact, the 
structure and function of family are inseparably correlative, but we must distinguish 
them one from the other in attempting an analysis. 
Considering the family in the correlation between its structure and function, we 
can divide disorganized families into three types: 1) Family disroganized in structure 
as well as in function; 2) Family disorganized in structure keeping its function; 3) 
Family disorganized in function keeping its structure. The influences of these types of 
disorganized family upon the occurence, expansion, restraint and extinction of juvenile 
delinquency were summarized as follows: 
I. Relation of juvenile delinquency with the disorganization of families where 
compared with legal standard remains the plus-value, if it were few, among the 
family members: 
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1) Family disorganized in structure as well as in function: 
When a family, whose chief members lack because of death, divorce or leaving 
home, is disorganized as a social structure and lose completely its function as the 
living place for a child concerned, he becomes nonadjusted to family and, at an early 
age, he is sent to secondary protective groups such as various protective institutions 
and foster parents. In this case, these protective institutions should be analyzed 
instead of families. Groups of youths in these institutions are liable to do and to go on 
doing minus-value deeds, the adjustement to which leads to juvenile delinquency. 
During confused periods after the War, we saw orphans, involved directly in adults' 
criminal groups, carry away the delinquency of geno-type B, learning crimes under the 
protection of these groups. 
In case the family is precipitously disorganized in structre as well as in function 
because of the leaving of parents and protectors by reason of death, divorce etc., and 
it does not function any more as an active support to a concerned notwithstanding the 
survival of family as living place, he refers necessarily his ego-nucleus to other regions. 
When there are delinquent's groups at school and in neighborhood and his ego finds 
its support among them, the readiness to delinquency is liable to be formed with little 
resistance, and if his ego can not find its support not only in his family but in his 
schoolmates' groups, an absolute adjustement can be formed. He breaks away from 
home and wanders about as his lifespace goes expanding and differentiating, during 
which are often carried out the misdeeds belonging to the geno-type A, the subject 
person recovers self-control. 
2) Family disorganized in structure keeping its function; 
When the structure of a family is objectively disorganized by the death, leaving 
home, divorce etc. of chief members, the rest of family members, confronting the 
suddenly changed situation, may immediately reorganize their homes either by them-
sevles or by a remarriage. But sometimes it takes long time to reorganize them, or 
they may be completely broken. However, such a structural disorganization does not 
always break down the family unity, e.g., the rest of family members getting back 
their conformity owing to the death of a father, vicious drinker. In another case, 
the members of a broken family who have living places separately from each other are 
keeping family unity referring strongly to each other. Thus, the structual disorganiza-
tion of family can not lead youths to delinquency, so long as the remaining family 
members conserve their conformity and family unity. 
(3) Family disorganized in function keeping its structure; 
In spite of the objectively solid structure of a family whose members are all 
present, the subject person can be kept away from family unity. In this case, his 
psychological collapse is attributable to various causes and conditions, which can 
be summarized in two principal situations as follows: i) Notwithstanding the existence 
of protective and controling function in family, the defect of conformity among 
family members is producing conflicts and tensions; ii) In spite of the absence of con-
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flicts and tensions, the protective and controling function is chronically weakened. 
i) When the protective and controlling power is strong in spite of conflcits and 
tensions among family members, the subject person, with the expansion of his lifespace, 
ends to differentiate protective regions from outer regions to be ambivalent to his 
family. The conflicts and tensions in family press the referring of his ego-nucleus to 
outer informal groups, on whose value-standard depends the occurence of delinquency. 
Once he carried out misdeeds outside the family, he is liable to form a mask-adjust-
ment to it, so long as it has controlling function. While his criminal depth is not so 
advanced, family's controlling function remains effective to him. But, when his 
lifespace has been sufficiently expanded and differentiated that his ego-nucleus gets 
support out of delinquent groups, he gives up the mask-adjustement, with his attitude 
reversed to fall in the second stage, quickly leaving his family. Children's lifespace is 
not so much differentiated, not so much strengthened in structure. So although there 
exist objectively conflicts and tensions among family members, they, remain nonad-
justed to them. In the latter part of adolescence whose lifespace is differentiated in 
its expansion, ego-nucleus gets support from the plus-value of outer regions. In this 
stage, it becomes possible to avoid such deliquent readiness as formed by self-injury. 
Some youths break away from home justifying themselves upon the pretext to seek job. 
ii) In spite of the absence of conflicts and tensions, the protective and controll-
ing function in family is chronically weakened. Such a situation is often observed in 
families whose parents or protectors are senile, weak-minded or indifferent to their 
children. In such a family, when children's lifespace is expanded and differentiated 
from family to neighborhood and to school with their growth, a sharp distinction hardly 
exists between their family and outer regions. If there are delinquents in the informal 
group at school or in neighborhood and a child concerned refers to them, the delinquent 
readiness is liable to be formed with little resistance in defect of the protective and 
controlling power in family, which leads him easily to delinquency. When his criminal 
depth advances from the first to the second stage, his home means to him nothing but 
"a place to come back for sleeping" any more. 
II. The relation of juvenile delinquency with the disorganization of families where 
minus-value is dominant; 
As stated above, we examined the relation of juvenile delinquency with the 
disorganization of families where plus-value is dominant, even if it were weak. We are 
going now to examine the families where minus-value is dominant, that is, the families 
whose members include delinquents or criminals. In this case, too, the same types 
of disorganzied family as the above-mentioned are observed. 
1) Family disorganized in structure as well as in function; 
When the protective regions of a subject person shifts from family to institutions 
before he learns delinquent readiness and techniques from his family members, the 
disorganization of family results in laying restraint upon the occurence and develop-
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ment of delinquency. But when the family is disorganized after he has learnt delin-
quent readiness and techniques, generally occurs the delinquency of geno-type B, and 
it is difficult to control the occurence of delinquency in the institution because of his 
mask-adjustement. On rare occasions, it happens that the subject person, who by 
reason of a quick family disorganization in structure as well as in function, is directly 
incorporated into the underworld, falls into the thrid stage of criminal depth under its 
protection. 
2) Family disorganized in structure keeping its function; 
This type is often attested in families whose members are kept in custody for a long 
time in reform schools or in prisons. In this case, when there exists a mutual 
psychological support among the members in spite of their separation, family disorgan-
ization does not lay restraint on the occurence of delinquency. The subject person, 
carrying out the deliquents of geno-type B or C, falls easily into the third stage of 
criminal depth. This type of family disorganziation must be reexamined from the view-
point of the 'reforming effect of the isolation in institutions'. (Abe et al 1965). 
3) Family disorganized in function keeping its structure; 
In this type of family disorganization, a family including delinquents or criminals live 
in the same house and they are psychologically in conflict with each other. In this 
case, as soon as the lifespace of a subject person expands to a certain stage with his 
growing up to adolescnece, he breaks away from home on his own accord to go wonder-
ing about the underworld and gets at the third stage of criminal depth without difficulty. 
In contrast with this, it happens that he refers closely to the plus-value in external 
groups or people, which restrains him, as a reaction, from falling into delinquency. 
As examined above, family disorganization does not always condition immediately 
the occurence and development of juvenile delinquency. We have found the opposite 
cases where the family disorganization lays restraint on doing misdeeds, or does exting-
uish sometimes the causes of delinquency. In short, the function of the family dis-
organization varies according to the following factors; i) the position and importance 
that family region occupies in the whole lifesapce of the subject person, ii) the relation-
ship of family region with other adjustement and nonadjustement regions, and iii) the 
selection of the region, referring to which his basic ego can defend itself without losing 
its balance. 
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ZUSAMMENFASSUNG 
Es wird hier von dem Standpunkt der Sozialpsychologie erforscht, was fiir Organisations-
storung der Familie die Ubertat im Jugendalter erzeugt oder zuriickhalt. 
Die Dysorganisation der Familie wird hier bei jeder Familie, die von Plus- und Minus-Wert 
abhangig ist, in drei Typen geteilt. 1) Die Dysorganisation der Familie in der Struktur sowhol 
als in der Funktion. 2) die der Familie, die noch die Funktion, aber keine Struktur mehr halt. 
3) die der Familie, die noch die Struktur, aber keine Funktion mehr halt. 
Die Dysorganisation der Familie bedingt nicht immer sofort des Hervorkommen und die 
Entwicklung der tibeltat in der fugendzeit. Wir haben schon die entgegengesetzen Falle 
gefunden, worin die Dysorganisation der Familie die jugendliche Ubeltat ziigelt oder manchmal 
die Ursache der Ubeltat aufiost. 
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